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parison. The walls, outside and inside, -were completely covered
with plates of burnished gold. The gardens were filled with trees,
shrubs and plants of silver and gold. Among the leaves and bran-
ches of precious metals were birds, animals and insects of gold and
silver, and even the fountains, the tools and the implements of the
gardener's trade were of the same metals. But dazzling and mar-
vellous as was this amazing garden, the interior of the temple was
a thousand rimes more wonderful. Upon one wall, above where the
Christian altar now stands, was an immense sun of massive gold
studded with jewels which flashed and scintillated in the sunlight
until the eyes of the marvelling Dons were blinded by their brilliance.
Opposite this glorious sun was a huge representation of the moon
wrought of polished silver, while about these two chief luminaries
were the stars of silver and gold, with an arching rainbow of gold
tinted in some remarkable manner to imitate the natural prismatic
colors.
"Beneath the wondrous image of the sun were seated the mum-
mies of the Incan emperors wrapped in their robes and mantles of
tapestry and feathers, their false heads adorned with golden crowns,
golden masks representing their features, gold and jewelled orna-
ments upon their breasts, and with ornate stags and symbols of
office before them. And opposite them beneath the silver moon
were the mummies of fo**<r queens and princesses, attired in all
their most prized robes and richest jewels together with twelve life-
sized solid gold statues of the dead Incas. Golden and silver images
of deities and mythological beings were on every side. Priceless
ceremonial and religious symbols, utensils, vessels and ornaments
filled the immense room. Marvellous draperies and textiles covered
floor and walls, and gorgeously attired priests offered up prayers
and sacrifices to the sun-god.
"Even the hardened Spanish campaigners, (why not robbers
and murderers) satiated with wonders, glutted tuith treasure, stood
gazing with incredulous awe when they first entered this Temple
of the Sun. For a space they could not believe their eyes. Before
them were greater riches, more gold than they had ever imagined
in their wildest dreams. But they were there to rob and despoil*
not to admire. Ruthlessly the precious symbols were torn -from
their places; the regal mummies were tbrotvn down, hacked to pieces
and their regalia and ornaments torn off. Holy vessels were bat-
tered and smashed. Priceless tapestries -were wantonly ripped to
b&s and destroyed. Magnificent rugs and textiles, such as the world
bad never seen, were cut and backed to pieces with swords and dag-
gers, and were used as wrappings in which to bundle up the golden